
 

 

Last week, we had the chance to hear from Daniel Geey, and his session pulled back the 
curtain on what really happens behind those football transfer headlines. As fans, we’re used to 
seeing a single, eye-catching number splashed across the news. But as we found out, that 
figure is just the tip of the iceberg. 

One slide really grabbed our attention: a breakdown of a £35 million transfer that, once you add 
everything up, actually costs the club over £71 million. Signing-on bonuses, agent fees, player 
wages, performance bonuses, image rights, all of these extras pile up fast. Seeing those 
numbers side by side made it clear that a transfer isn’t just a fee swapped between clubs. It’s a 
massive, long-term commitment, full of complex negotiations and plenty of risk. 

Another thing that surprised us was just how coordinated (and heavily regulated) the whole 
process is. Transfers involve legal checks, strict rules, tight deadlines, and the need for 
everyone to be on the same page. On TV, it all looks dramatic and last-minute, especially on 
deadline day. But behind the scenes, it’s usually months of planning, strategy, and careful 
execution. 

The Q&A brought the session to life. We asked what causes deals to fall apart, how disputes get 
handled, and what skills actually matter in sports law. It turns out, it’s not just about knowing the 
rules. it’s about clear communication, sharp judgement, and staying cool when things get tense. 

In the end, the lecture didn’t sugarcoat the business of football. Instead, it made the whole 
industry feel more real and relatable. We came away with a new respect for the complexity 



 

behind the matches we love to watch every weekend.

 



 

 


